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«. . When Calvin Mackie discusses the “Un.
inhibited Power of RAP” with area volth
in Bethlehem tomorrow, he will not be

the musleal impact of Snoop

Dogey Dog or the Lite Fazy.E.,

For Mackie, a partner in Chanmnel Zer,
A ‘based motivational and educa.
tlonal consulting firm. RAP is an HCTONY M
Etnr respect, accountability and productiv-

¥

With these words ag a foundation, he
hopes to help a voung audience develop “'a
m}em of self and greater determi-

ana Tt n s ol o™
o in A new
Haem. who will speak at Comfort Suites,

L0 W. 3rd 5t., Bethlehem at 3 pom. tomor-
row., The session, which Is open to the
guhiﬁr:. is sponsored by Ohaidian and

rive as part of thelr youth outreach. A
3 donation is roquested.

Obsidian is a networking organization
for area African Amerleans, Strive, in
partnership with Obsidian, is a vouth-ori-
ented organization that encourages aca.
demic improvement.

Mackic and his partner, Jamoes Davis,
are meémbers of Phi Beta Kappa honor so-
ciety and working on doctorate 2 in
engineering and mathematics. Mackie
&iid they both are first gencration college
students and had to overcame many of the
obstacles that face the youth thefr compa-
ny iries to reach,

“dim and I both were not the best of
stidints when we were in high school,”
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RAP to motivate

he sald, “Based on our SAT scores, we
should not be doing what we are dodng
o

Bul despite whal some may have
thought of SAT scores of about 800, the
Young men were driven to accomplish.
rent by strong faomily valees, thrift and
hard work.

They hope to pass on these ideas.

sShort, attention-getting acronyms Hke
RAP, EAT {ﬁdmmlm:. attitude and tim.
ing) and SEX (something extra) help move
the mesaage.

“We fool those three thi are cami-
mating the mentality nl'mm touay ™
Mackie said during a phone interview
from his Decatur, Ga., home, “We iry to
take what can be negative things and
ke positives out of them,™ he safd.

In the Lehigh Valley presentation,
which targets vouth ages 10 to 18, Mackic
will seek audience volunteers and use
props o illustrate the lessons he hopes (o
teach,

"W dness ke the kids, we listen o the
same music, we are affected by some of
the same things,” he sald. “The language
we speak has some of the same currents
as what they speak.”” This adds legitimacy
and nm,-i;hﬂp youths who tune out other
approaches, he sald. “If vou walk in with
) and Lie on, It's over,” ho said,
“They have to bellove vou are real,

“A lot of times [ actually quote rappers,
but I quote rap and put an entirely differ.
ot spln on it

Mackio. born in Loulsiana, said his de-
termination to sucered came from “par-
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ents who made me bellove in myself and
instilled a work ethic"

His father dropped out of school in
sixth grade to plek eotton, he safd, “They
never gave me the money (o by the
clothes and the shoes, but when [ gradinnt-
Ednf]:;ﬂgl high schiool I had $2000 in the

He had saved it from years of mWing
lawns and washing cars,
The name Channel ZerQ “ties into the

whole modin craze” and rouses curiosiny,
Mackie said,

They also emphasize the importance of
:lhm huml}:’rﬁm. h;: said. "lhw.r iry 1o make
B S0 ZEF0 i% Somol ansd to
that into thelr lives ™ S b

For mony prograrm informat « Gl
(G100 450200 e

.



