
STRIVE 
STUDENTS TOGETHER STRIVING 

FOR EXCELLENCE 
An Organization for the Development of Youth 

Established 1995 



Since its inception, STRIVE has offered a myriad of services 
to the community.  Services and programs include: 

Leadership Development 
Conferences Nationwide 

Tour of the State Capitol 

Multicultural Holiday Celebrations 
Kwaanza, Hanukkah & Three Kings Day 

Social Etiquette Training 



40 Asset Training & Effective Communication Training 

1997 Talent Show 



Volunteering in Community Programs Including Soup Kitchen, 6th Street 
Shelter, Salvation Army, Canned Food and Clothing Drives for Homeless 

Celebrating the holidays with the homeless 



Teachings of Naim Akbar and Dr. Calvin Mackie, poetry of 
Sonia Sanchez, Youth Celebrations, Talent Shows 





NBC Studios & Motown Café, New York City 

NSBE PCI – Lehigh University 



Missions trip – Establishing housing for a homeless family 
Matehuala, Mexico 

Missions Trip – Raising Funds for an Orphanage 
Ghana, Africa 



VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 To provide comprehensive 
program that inspire youth to 
STRIVE for excellence 
academically, socially and 
culturally. 

 To increase the number of 
culturally diverse youth 
attending college and trade 
schools. 

 To participate and sponsor 
programs that help to enrich 
the community. 

OBJECTIVES 
 Provide hands on leadership 

training 
 Provide opportunities to 

volunteer in the community 
 Promote unity amongst all 

youth 
 Increase the number of high 

school diplomas obtained by 
“at risk” youth 

 Provide comprehensive 
services tailored to individual 
needs promoting college and 
trade school enrollment 

To transform lives by motivating and inspiring youth to become 
productive leaders and culturally conscious stewards of their 
community. 



“2003” Celebration – Doris Jones 
First Family Recognition Award 

Bishop Henry Dorrah 
Receiving STRIVE Community Excellence Award 



STRIVE’s commitment to youth and education is further expressed by 
the Annual Jackson-Stephens Excellence Scholarship.  This award is given 
to deserving youth in honor of the struggle the founder’s maternal and 
paternal grandparents endured for the success of others.  To date, STRIVE 
has awarded 23 scholarships to assist with the financial obligation of 
higher education. 

Christine Jackson Thelma Stephens-Robinson 



STRIVE Scholarship Recipients 
1996 

Zaynah Williams 
Hampton University 
B.A. Sociology 2003 

Golden Key International Honor Society 
Alpha Phi Sigma Criminal Justice Honor Society 
Alpha Kappa Delta Sociological Honor Society 

COR Scholar 
MARC/AIM Research Program at Purdue Univ. 

North Carolina State 
MA/PhD Sociology – Enrolled 2003 

 



Maya Williams 
Grambling University 
B.A. Psychology 2004 

Anisha Berrien 
University of Pittsburgh 

B.A. Business – Enrolled 2002 

1997 



1998 
Ernest Amouzou 

Lehigh University 
B.S. Chemistry 2003 

Catrina Reid 
University of Pittsburgh – Enrolled 1998 

1999 

University of Pittsburgh 
School of Engineering 

2 Scholarships for Minority Students 



2000 
University of Pittsburgh 

School of Engineering 
2 Scholarships for Minority Students 

2001 
Alicia Moore 

Seton Hall – Enrolled 2001 
Penn State University – Transferred 

B.S. Nursing – Enrolled 2002 

2002 
Anneice Pratt 

East Stroudsburg University 
B.A. Communications – Enrolled 2002 

Anisha Berrien 
University of Pittsburgh 

B.A. Business – Enrolled 2002 



2003 

Eva Vargas 
Lehigh Carbon Community College 

A.S. Psychology – Enrolled 2003 

Madeline Velasquez 
Lehigh Carbon Community College – Enrolled 

2003 
Lincoln Technical Institute – Transferred 2004 

Jessica Rodriguez 
Lehigh Carbon Community College 

A.S. Nursing – Enrolled 2003 



2004 
Marissa Andrews 

Lehigh Carbon Community College 
A.S. Nursing – Enrolled 2004 



Over the last ten years, 
we have been busy 
working on developing 
a new generation of 
leaders.  Today, we will 
take you down memory 
lane with us to 
celebrate the impact our 
organization has had on 
the Lehigh Valley, PA.  
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